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THE ANGUILLA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS OF
THE NINTH MEETING OF THE FIRST SESSION
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Meanings of Symbols and Words used in Transcripts

Dashes

A series of two dashes (--) is used to show:

(1) Changes of thought: When the speaker has a
sudden change of thought leaving a sentence
unfinished to begin a new sentence or a phrase.

(2) Mid-word: When a speaker leaves a word unfinished
and starts another word.

(3) Interruption: When a speaker is interrupted by
another speaker. These dashes normally appear
at the end of the sentence. When the dashes
appear at the beginning of the sentence it means
that the speaker continued speaking even though
interrupted or resumed the sentence after the
interruption.

The word (indiscernible):
Used when a word or phrase is unintelligible and cannot

be transcribed due to interruption, simultaneous speech,
cough, voice lowered.

The word (inaudible):

Used when a speaker cannot be heard.

The word (phonetic):

When the correct spelling of a word or name cannot be
ascertained from available resource material the word is
typed as it sounds phonetically and the word phonetic
follows in brackets.

The word (sic):

Used when a speaker uses a term or word or figure/number
that is known to be incorrect.
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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

(Meeting began at 2:05 p.m.)

THE CHAPLAIN: Good afternoon.

In Exodus 33:12-15 reads: "Moses said unto the
Lord, "You have been telling me, 'lead these people', but you
have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have
said, I know you by name and you have found favour with me.

If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways
so that I may know and continue to find favour with you.
Remember this nation it's your people." The Lord replied, "My
presence will go with you, and I will give you rest. Then
Moses said to him, "If your presence does not go with me, do
not send us from here."

Today as you sit in this Honourable House to
carry out the people's business, may God give you grace and
grant you wisdom and strength to govern this nation. May
there be a good working relationship among all in this house
today. Let justice rule for blessed is the nation whose God
is the Lord. Let us pray.

And now Lord our Saviour, as I 1lift my voice to
you, I thank you that you hear and answer me each time I call.
We thank you and praise you for this day which is a gift to
us. I thank you for giving us, giving Anguilla peace. Thank
you for giving guidance to this Government. May your glory

and strength shine over this nation. May you remove all dark
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spells over this Government and this nation. I pray that you
will give this Government wisdom and understanding as they
serve the people and this country of Anguilla. Lorxd, as they
sit in this Honourable House may the policies and laws that
they are agreed upon today, may it be done without hindrance
or oppression to the people. Bless this nation and bless this
Government. Unite us, Lord, as we pray, prosper us and keep
us on your holy hand. Thank you for your goodness and your
continual mercies. Bless this house and bless this nation in
the name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE SPEAKER: Please be seated.
Thank you very much, Pastor MacDonna.

THE CLERK: Confirmation of
minutes. Minutes of the Third Meeting of the First Session of
the Eleventh Anguilla House of Assembly.

THE SPEAKER: Okay. You just
received those minutes so I'll let them, the confirmation for
the next meeting, give you a chance to go through those
minutes. Okay.

MEMBER FOR VALLEY SOUTH: Thank you,

Mr. Speaker.

THE CLERK: Oaths of allegiance:
None. Announcements by the direction of the Speaker: None.
Papers: None. Reports from Committees: None. Petitions:

None. Government notices: None. Unofficial notices: None.
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Questions: None. Motions: None. Other business, Government
business: Eastern Caribbean Asset Management Corporation
Bill, 2015, first reading.

MEMBER FOR VALLEY SOUTH: Mr. Speaker --

THE SPEAKER: Member for Valley
South.

MEMBER FOR VALLEY SOUTH: -- I move that a Bill
shortly entitled the Eastern Caribbean Asset Management Bill,
2015, be read a third time --

THE SPEAKER: First time.

MEMBER FOR VALLEY SOUTH: Be read a first time.

MEMBER FOR ISLAND HARBOUR: May it please you,
Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER: Yes. Member for
Island Harbour.

MEMBER FOR ISLAND HARBOUR: Thank you. I'm
objecting, Mr. Speaker, to the first reading of the Bill under
Section 51(2).

THE SPEAKER: Yes. You have someone
seconding you?

MEMBER FOR ISLAND HARBOUR: The rule —--

SECOND NOMINATED MEMBER: Yes. Mr. Speaker, I
second the motion.

MEMBER FOR ISLAND HARBOUR: "If a member moves a

motion opposing the introduction of a Bill the Speaker, after
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permitting (if he thinks fit) a brief explanatory statement

from the member who seeks to introduce the Bill and from the
member who opposes it, may, without further debate, put the

guestion thereon." So, Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER: Yes. You may give a
brief explanation and then the Leader of the Opposition has
the opportunity.

MEMBER FOR VALLEY SOUTH: Mr. Speaker, I'm not
sure what you're asking me to do.

THE SPEAKER: Well it says that, the
rule says if somebody gets up to object, the mover -- It's on
but it's, okay. It's on all the time.

Yes. It says that if somebody objects the mover
may give a brief explanation for the Bill, first reading, and
then the person objecting can give a brief, give brief reason
why they're objecting.

MEMBER FOR VALLEY SOUTH: Mr. Speaker, I'm not
going to make any presentation.

THE SPEAKER: His decision. Your
turn to say something.

MEMBER FOR ISLAND HARBOUR: Mr. Speaker, I'm
surprised that the mover of the Bill, because the person
introducing the Bill isn't going to say anything about it at
all because that in itself points to a serious deficit. I

mean, this is the forum, Mr. Speaker, where the people are
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listening to understand about the Bill. There needs to be an
explanatory, some explanation of why the Bill is here.

THE SPEAKER: You heard him.

MEMBER FOR ISLAND HARBOUR: Thank you. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker. I understand.

MEMBER FOR VALLEY SOUTH: Sorry, Mr. Speaker.
I'm presenting the first reading of the Bill. I do my
explanatory notes during the second reading, I don't do them
now. Now, if you think fit I can make a presentation but I
don't see any reason why I should. I'll do that in the second
motion.

THE SPEAKER: It's up to you.

MEMBER FOR ISLAND HARBOUR: You see, Mr. Speaker,
I'm really trying to follow the rules in their totality. And
one of the purposes of that rule, I believe, and it's been
there for so many years, is that even at the first reading, so
that an objection is not just vexatious, there's a balance,
the people listening will hear and, you know, have an
opportunity to better understand what the Bill is about.

My objection is based -- I'm -- My objection is
based on the fact that this is a very, very, very serious Bill
in terms of what the consequences are and what is possible
under the Bill. I believe that this Bill is probably, in
fact, I was going to say that it's probably as, you know,

right there with the constitution, lined up with the
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constitution in dealing with our rights because under the
constitution, you know, the matters that come before the
Constitutional Court more often than not in this region always
has to do with how property is transferred, how people are
deprived of their rights, whether -- this is, you know, all
relevant. And this Act seeks to change, not just the way in
Anguilla we know how the Alien Landholding Laws operate, we've
seen that in the Banking Bill and talked about it already, but
in this Bill there is provision for varying how the
registration of lands, our register of lands functions even.
And it is just beset, I think, with a lot of potential harms
that we need to be cognizant of. Because, you know,
Mr. Speaker, it's one thing and we've seen what a costly
exercise it is to pass a Bill. It goes through the first
reading, it goes through the second and third readings, goes
for assent, maybe comes back. But then it's up to the lawyers
in the Courts and they, you know, I'm a lawyer as well. I
know you get a lot of intellectual stimulation out of it. But
ultimately, at the end of these matters, who is going to pay?
That is the question we have to ask ourselves. So why would
we rush to put a law in place unless we've addressed all of
those aspects of the law, because, you know, that it
ultimately, the ordinary person on the street bears it.

But the second reason, Mr. Speaker, why I wanted

the Honourable Member for Valley South to give an explanation
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in line with Section 51(2) is that the -- one of the purposes
of gazetting a draft piece of legislation is for notice to the
people so that they can really look through it, analyse it,
vet it. And I understand that only -- we've -- this piece of
legislation was only gazetted, you know, and in an
extra-ordinary gazette as well just this past Friday. So I'm
just laying out what I, briefly as I see it, you know, my
objections to the first reading occurring today. Thank you,

Mr. Speaker.

THE SPEAKER: Thank you. Thank you
very much. Okay. So there was an objection raised and it was
seconded so I'll put the question based on the objection that
this Bill not be read a first time today. Those in favour of
that?

MEMBER FOR ISLAND HARBOUR: Aye. Not read today.

THE SPEAKER: Okay. Those against
that, meaning that the Bill should be read today a first time?

(Members of Government said "aye".)

Okay. That motion has failed so the Bill will
be read a first time today so I'll ask the Clerk to read the
Bill a first time.

THE CLERK: FEastern Caribbean Asset
Management Corporation Bill, 2015, first reading. A Bill to
give legal effect to the agreement establishing the Eastern

Caribbean Asset Management Corporation and for matters
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10

connected there with.

THE SPEAKER: Thank you. That's the
first reading.

THE CLERK: Adjournment.

MEMBER FOR VALLEY SOUTH: Mr. Speaker, I move
that this house stand adjourned until Thursday the 26th of
November at 2 o'clock in the afternoon.

THE SPEAKER: Do we have a seconder?

MEMBER FOR VALLEY NORTH: Mr. Speaker, I beg to
second that.

THE SPEAKER: Seconded by the Member
for Valley North. The question then is that this house be now
adjourned until Thursday, 26th of November 2015. Those in
favour?

(Members of Government said "aye".)

Those against?

{(No response.)

The ayes have it.

This house now stands adjourned.

(Meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m.)
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